'It comes together at the end': the impact of a one-year subject in Nursing Inquiry on philosophies of nursing.
This paper reframes an interpretive study as critical inquiry as the researchers interrogate their roles and authority in the 'reading' of what is valued as reflective. Working from data collected in written philosophies and interviews within the context of a one-year subject aimed at developing reflective practice and an appreciation of ways of knowing, this paper examines the change in philosophies of nursing perceived by three university-based educators and their students. The study reveals a growing appreciation of the complexity of nursing but a limited consideration of the dialectic of critical theorising and everyday engagement necessary to critical reflection and reconstruction of action. More importantly, the process of research collaboration raises questions of the soul-searching necessary for university educators to act against the institutionalised political context that determines what is seen to be of value in student learning.